
Using Kerby’s 8-4-8 Fertilizer 
 
 
New Plants and Trees 

Apply 1 teaspoon of fertilizer per gallon size of plant (i.e. use 1 teaspoon on a 1 gallon plant, 

3 teaspoons on a 3 gallon plant, etc.).  Sprinkle the fertilizer evenly on top of the ground 

over the root ball of the plant.  Repeat once every 30 days for the first year for best results. 

 

Established Plants 

Apply fertilizer evenly over entire root ball. Typically this is the area between the base of 

the plant and the edge of the branches. The amount of fertilizer will vary based on the size 

of the plant. Apply 1 tablespoon on small shrubs to ½ cup on large shrubs. Repeat every 60 

to 90 days for best results. 

 

Established Trees 

Spread fertilizer evenly from the trunk to the longest branch. Apply fertilizer at the rate of 

1 tablespoon per foot of tree height.  For large trees, apply at the rate of 10 lbs. per 1000 

square feet. Repeat every 60 to 90 days.  

 

New Sod 

After laying new sod, wait 2 weeks before the first fertilizer application. Apply at the rate 

of 5 lbs. per 1000 square feet. Repeat application every 30 days for 2 to 3 months. Be sure 

to sweep all extra fertilizer off sidewalks and driveways before watering as the iron in the 

fertilizer will stain concrete surfaces. 

  

Established Sod 

Apply fertilizer at the rate of 10 lbs. per 1000 square feet. Repeat every 60 to 90 days 

during warm months. Be sure to sweep all extra fertilizer off sidewalks and driveways 

before watering as the iron in the fertilizer will stain concrete surfaces. 

 

NOTE:  These rates apply only to our Kerby’s Nursery 8-4-8 Fertilizer. 

NOTE:  2 cups of our fertilizer equals approximately 1 lb. 

NOTE:  Not intended for use on annuals, house plants or other sensitive plants. 

 CAUTION:  FERTILIZER CONTAINS IRON AND WILL STAIN CONCRETE 
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